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MacArthur High School
9th Grade Counselor Caseloads

 Mrs. Hammer (A – Ag)

 Mrs. Lang (Ah – Ce)

 Mr. Conaghan (Ch – Gh)

 Mrs. McNerney (Gi – Le)

 Mrs. Mirando (Li – M)

 Mrs. Bernard (N – Sa)

 Mrs. Phillips (Sb – Z)



Levittown 
Graduation Requirements

 Minimum 27 credits required for 
graduation

 Regents exam requirements

 Advanced Regents vs. Regents Diploma

 Students must also complete an 
Interdisciplinary Research Paper in their 
senior year



Required Courses for Graduation
27 Credits Minimum

to graduate with Levittown Diploma

Regents Diploma

Subject Credits

English 4.0

Soc. Studies 4.0

Math 4.0

Science 3.0

LOTE 1.0

Art/Music 1.0

Health 0.5

Phys Ed 2.0

Electives 7.5

Adv. Regents Diploma

Subject Credits

English 4.0

Soc. Studies 4.0

Math 4.0

Science 3.0

LOTE 3.0

Art/Music 1.0

Health 0.5

Phys Ed 2.0

Electives 5.5



Graduation Regents Exam
Requirements

Subject Advanced Regents 
Diploma

Regents Diploma

English 1 Regents 1 Regents

Math Algebra I CC
Geometry CC
Algebra II CC
*Mastery in Math seal

Algebra I CC

Science 1 Life Science AND
1 Physical Setting
*Mastery in Science seal

1 Life Science OR 1 
Physical Setting

US History 1 Regents 1 Regents

Global History 1 Regents 1 Regents

LOTE Checkpoint B Checkpoint A

Total 8 Regents +
Checkpoint B 

5 Regents



College Admissions

The 5 Key Components for Successful 
Admission Applications

Official High School Transcript

Standardized Test Scores

Activities Resume

Letters of Recommendation

Personal Statement/Essay



High School Transcript

 Rigor in course selection

 Academic growth over entire high school career

 Consistency in grades or upward progression

 Cumulative GPA (Through end of junior year)

 Weighted grades (AP’s and honors courses)

 Senior year course selection





College Entrance Exams
SAT vs. ACT 

SAT Exam
 3 hours + 50 minute 

essay (optional)

 Measures Reading, Writing 
and Language and Math

 Composite score ranges 
from 400-1600. Essay 
reported separately.

 $60.00 (with essay) per 
exam

 Go to: 
www.collegeboard.org for 
more information

ACT Exam
 2 hours 55 minutes + 40 

minute essay (optional)

 Measures Reading, 
English and Math

 Composite score ranges 
from 1-36. 

 $62.50 (with essay) per 
exam

 Go to: www.actstudent.org
for more information

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent/org


SAT’s & ACT’s Continued

 Students should begin taking SAT or ACT in junior year.

 Many schools require SAT or ACT with Writing

 Recommend that students take test more than once, as 
many colleges will “super score” results 

 SAT subject tests for highly selective 
Colleges/Universities

 Test Optional policy – visit www.fairtest.org for 
participating colleges 

http://www.fairtest.org/


PSAT/NMSQT
(Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test)

(National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test)

 Test includes Evidence Based Reading and Writing 
and Math sections

 Practice SAT exam offered once a year in October

 National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test for 11th

graders

 10th graders enrolled in Algebra II should also take 
PSAT exam

 Test length + instructions = approx. 3 ½ hours

 Registration letter will be mailed home in September

 $25.00 cost to take PSAT exam 



Activities Resume

 Extracurricular activities

(in school and outside of school)

 Community Service

 Athletics/Musical Talents

 Awards and Recognitions

 Work/Summer Experiences

 Leadership

 Start filling out the resume worksheet to begin to build 
your college resume!

*It is important to emphasize QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY









Letters of Recommendation

 Most colleges require applicants to submit 
1-2 teacher recommendations

 Take opportunity to get to know your 
teachers – and help them get to know you! 

 Counselor recommendations are also an 
important part of the process – required if 
you use the Common Application

 Begin to form relationship with your 
counselor, they will be working with you 
for next four years and will help you 
through this process 



College Essay

 Student “voice” in the application

 Opportunity to share something with the 
college that they would not necessarily 
learn from your application

 English teachers offer essay writing 
support 

 Start rough draft of your essay spring of 
junior year



NCAA – College Athletics

 Any student who plans to play Division I or II sports in 
college must register with the NCAA

 Important to communicate with your guidance counselor, 
as our school must send your HS transcript

 NCAA recalculates your GPA based on required core 
courses (academic courses)

 Student is responsible to submit official SAT or ACT test 
scores directly to NCAA 

 NEW Academic requirements beginning Aug 1, 2018

 Visit www.eligibilitycenter.org for more information

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/






Freshman Year Timeline

 Individual scheduling appointment - January 2018

 Continue to work hard in your classes (everything 
counts)

 Select courses that are appropriately challenging 
for you

 Get involved in activities and/or sports and 
community service efforts

 Prepare for end of year exams 

(Sat Subject Tests if appropriate)

 Summer 2018 – READ, READ, READ, complete any 
necessary summer assignments and engage in 
meaningful activities



Sophomore Year Timeline

 Consider taking the PSAT exam October 2018

 Register for SAT Subject Tests when appropriate

 Meet with your counselor between Jan-February to plan 
following year courses

 Continue to take appropriately challenging classes, study 
and do well in them 

 Continue to get involved in extracurricular activities and 
consider running for office when able (leadership roles)

 Consider getting involved with community service and/or 
continue these efforts

 Introduction to Naviance and complete Career Interest 
Inventory with guidance counselors – April 2019



Junior Year Timeline

 In the Fall….

 Attend College Fairs

 Register & Take PSAT

 Continue to monitor your 
grades & participate in extra-
curricular activities

 In the Winter…

 Prepare and Register for 
SAT/ACT Exams

 Prepare a challenging schedule 
for senior year

 Attend College Information 
Night

 Junior College Planning Meeting 
with your Counselor

 In the Spring…

 Attend NCA/WSCA College 
Fairs

 Research and visit college 
campuses

 Take SAT/ACT exams

 Consider who you will 
request to write your 
recommendation letters & 
ask 1-2 teachers for 
recommendation

 Review essay prompts on 
the Common Application 



Senior Year Timeline

 In the Fall…..

 Register & take SAT/ACT

 Finalize your college list

 Be aware of admissions 
deadlines

 Meet with your counselor

 Follow up with your teachers 
who are writing 
recommendations

 Send your SAT/ACT scores 
directly to colleges

 Complete your college essay

 File for financial aid

 Submit your applications

 In the Winter….

 Submit mid year grades to 
colleges

 In the Spring…

 College admissions decisions 
released

 By May 1st - deposit required

 Throughout senior year, 
remember to research & 
apply for scholarships 
and continue to monitor 
your grades!



2018-2019 
Course Scheduling

 Course catalog available online – important resource

 Counselors will push into English classes to review 
scheduling & distribute course selection sheets

 Counselors will meet individually with 9th graders to review 
course requests next month

 Students should take a challenging academic program that 
is appropriate 

 Ask your teacher and/or counselor for feedback on course 
levels – AP and honors courses

 Course requests will be available to view on the parent 
portal on February 16th

 Deadline to make any changes to course requests for the 
2018-19 school year is March 2, 2018


	Post Secondary�Planning Night �
	MacArthur High School�9th Grade Counselor Caseloads
	Levittown �Graduation Requirements
	Required Courses for Graduation�27 Credits Minimum�to graduate with Levittown Diploma
	Graduation Regents Exam	Requirements
	College Admissions
	High School Transcript
	Slide Number 8
	College Entrance Exams�SAT vs. ACT 
	SAT’s & ACT’s Continued
	PSAT/NMSQT�(Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test)�(National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test)
	Activities Resume
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Letters of Recommendation
	College Essay
	NCAA – College Athletics
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Freshman Year Timeline
	Sophomore Year Timeline
	Junior Year Timeline
	Senior Year Timeline
	2018-2019 �Course Scheduling

